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Objectives 

• Investigate prevalence of tobacco 
retail outlets in NZ 

• Examine distribution according to: 

o Deprivation 

o Proximity to secondary schools 

• Examine extent to which tobacco is 
sold alongside alcohol 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/timaru-herald/news/8703602/Timaru-dairies-deny-milk-war
http://www.aa-education.com/high-schools.html


Methods 

• Smokefree Enforcement 
Officers (SEOs) provided data 

• Outlets categorised 

• Geographical Information 
System (GIS) software used to 
map: 

• Tobacco retail outlets 
• Secondary schools 
• Socioeconomic deprivation 
• Alcohol-licensed premises 



Results 

• SEOs use variety of methods to 
collate tobacco retailer data 

• 5008 tobacco outlets identified 

• 1 outlet per 617 adults 

• 1 outlet per 129 smokers 

• 32% of outlets licensed to sell 
alcohol 

 
 
 

http://www.le-shaker.fr/blog/?p=2715


Retailer categories 
 Outlet type n % 

Convenience store  2023 40.4 

Service station 911 18.2 

On-licensed premises 646 12.9 

Supermarket 471 9.4 

Cafe 345 6.9 

Liquor store 213 4.3 

Other retail/service/manufacturing 153 3.1 

Bookshop 70 1.4 

Accommodation 53 1.1 

Tobacconist 51 1.0 

Community 36 0.7 

Duty free 19 .4 

Unknown 17 .3 

TOTAL 5008 100 



Retailers by deprivation 



• 46% of schools had 
1+ outlets within  
500m walk 
 

• 76% of schools had 
1+ outlets within 
1000m walk 
 

• Mean 1.4 outlets 
within 500m, and 
5.7 outlets within 
1000m of schools 
 

Retailers

Tobacco Only

Tobacco and Alchool



• First NZ study to document 
number and categories of 
tobacco outlets 

• Consistent with overseas 
research 

• Cross-sectional – did not 
control for population density 
or urban/ rural 

 

 

Discussion 



• SEOs underestimate  
tobacco retailers 

• BAT (NZ) reports 7,894 
retail customers 

• Licensing or 
registration of tobacco 
retailers needed in NZ 

• Would provide 
mechanism for further 
regulation  e.g.  zoning 
restrictions 

Implications 

Source: www.countertobacco.org 
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